To Professor Goutam Biswas (1953 Biswas ( -2012 A thoughtful scholar of existential phenomenology and contemporary Indian philosophy, a fine exponent of Rabindrasangeet; above all, a friend and mentor to the two of us and to many more, without borders.
Let me not beg for the stilling of my pain but for the heart to conquer it.
-Rabindranath Tagore 'Goutamda' or 'Bulti' as he was affectionately called by his friends, was well loved by academics all over India. He mentored and encouraged young philosophers from all over the country. Age, rank and honorifics did not matter to him. An alumnus of HSS, IIT Kanpur, he wrote mostly on Martin Buber and Tagore. The "Other" was a constant concern of his philosophical musings. This was no accident. The most striking feature of Goutamda's character was a pronounced, rooted, generous cosmopolitanism.
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